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King Edward I
“Longshanks”

Kingdom Calendar
July 2010
3
Arabian Nights, Shire of Arenal
11
Shire Picnic/Baby Shower, Shire of Crimson River
16-18 Royal University of Meridies (RUM)
24
July Feast, Shire of Thorngill
31
Thing in the Woods VI, Shire of Easaraigh

August 2010
7
14
21
28

Southern War College, Incipent Canton of Ironstone Springs
Beggar’s Rebellion, Shire of Au Dun Theine
Summer Collegia VI, Shire of Drakenmere
Tourney of the Foxes, Shire of Vulpine’s Reach

September 2010
4
4
11
18
18
25

Black Rose, Shire of Crimson River
Daggers and Hemlock IV, Shire of Phoenix Glade
Fall Coronation
Tavern Brawl, Shire of Rising Stone
Red Tower, Barony of South Downs
Meridian Grand Tournament

October 2010
2
2
9
16
23
23
23
30
30

Wine List, Shire of Glynn Rhe
Pillage on the Plains, Shire of the Eagle
Fall Crown List
Tales of Sherwood, Shire of Loch Cairn
Middle Kingdom Cooks’ Collegium
Danelaw, Barony of Bryn Madoc
Unchained Doom, Shire of Au Dun Theine
Silver Hammer, Barony of Thor’s Mountain
Gatalop VII, Barony of the Osprey

Visit http://www.meridies.org for specific event information.

In this Issue…
King Edward’s Treasure Room
Living the Dream
Munchkin’s Menagerie
Meatballs in Pomegranate Sauce
Photos from around the shire!
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“Mankind have been created for the sake of one another. Either instruct them,
therefore, or endure them.”
-Marcus Aurelius, 121-180 A.D.

The Shire of Crimson River
Shire Meetings
Populace Meetings
First Thursday of the Month @ 7pm, Borders Bookstore, 2801
Wilma Rudolph Blvd, Clarksville, TN 37040

Dance Practice
Second Monday of the Month @ 7pm, Location TBD

Arts and Sciences
Second Thursday of the Month @ 7pm, Doc and Vicki’s House,
439 Fabian Place, Clarksville, TN 37043

Newcomer’s Meeting
Third Monday of the Month @ 7pm, Books-A-Million, 125 South
Hampton Drive, Clarksville, TN 37040

Armor Making
TBD

Join us as we live the dream!

From the Seneschal’s Quill

Greetings everyone!
This year has had its ups and downs so far, but we're doing well!
We have Andreit working on a bid for Border Raids next year,
Black Rose coming up, a picnic, and Bridget's baby shower! I'd
say we're doing pretty good at the moment!
We had three newcomers that I know of last month, though I will
let Mistress Gwenith tell you about them.
The only thing I can say is that we need more participation at
things like Arts and Sciences, dance classes, and newcomer's
meetings. Fighter practices are back on track and those are always
better when people come out even if we're just there to watch. Being at Fighter practice in Garb helps us be more visible to the general public.
There's an award form on line at http://www.meridies.org/
olawards/index.htm. Put your fellow populace members in for
awards you think they deserve. Anyone can recommend someone
for any award. You just need to put in why you think that person
deserves the award. If you have any questions, feel free to ask me!
Have fun... and Live the Dream!

THL Celeste Alienor Courtenay de Montmorency

Discover the Dream!
Notes from the Chatelaine

Greetings My Lords and Ladies,
I wish to invite all newcomers to attend our monthly newcomer’s meeting on the third Monday evening of each
month. We meet at the Border’s bookstore in the Governor’s Square Mall at 7pm. There we will answer your
questions about the SCA (Society for Creative Anachronism) or we will direct you to other’s who can help you
get started in the SCA. If you need help in acquiring garb
we can either help you sew it or let you borrow some to
wear for an event.
On another note if members are perhaps doing some
spring-cleaning and find they could part with some garb
that they have made in the past please donate it to our
gold key reserve. All donations are gratefully appreciated.
I am here to serve you and if you have any questions I
can be reached at merriejerrie@yahoo.com. You can also
call me at (931) 368-9518 but not later than 10pm.
In your service,

Mistress Gwenith ferch Arthur

Greetings once again my Lords and Ladies!
This month marks the return of The Crimson Letter which is
changing to an electronic format so that we can reach more people.
This month Lord Etienne gives us an account of a trip to London,
England and the secret treasure room of King Edward the First..
The lovely lady Vadoma continues her regular feature “Living the
Dream” which highlights different members of the shire and this
issues subject could possibly be one of the most undeserving yet.
She insisted and I had no choice but to submit. (the lady is quite
persistent)
Mistress Una Barthrsdottir has been extremely gracious in allowing us to present her recipe for “Meatballs in Pomegranate
Sauce”. I found these to be particularly delicious during the feast
of Menhir earlier this year and I highly recommend them.
All this and much more this issue so dig in and enjoy!
Strength and Honor!

Lord Legio of Orkney

Meatballs in Pomegranate Sauce
By: Mistress Una Barthrsdottir
As served at feast during Menhir 2010

You will need:









Ground Beef
Atraf Tib Mix
Pomegranate paste
White wine vinegar and lemons also for sour
Salt
Olive oil
Mint Leaves (coarsely chopped)
Saffron

Make up small meatballs (size of a quarter), with salt and atraf
tib mix. Taste the first batch of meatballs made to judge the spicing. Probably should be a tablespoon of spice mix to a pound of
meat.
Cook with a little oil until done.
Drain and place in a clean roaster set on low.
Make up the sauce in the pan from cooking the meatballs, add
saffron and pomegranate paste. The idea with this dish is to balance the sweet and the sour.
Add the sauce into the meatballs in the roaster and allow to simmer until served.

“In the country of the blind, the one eyed man is king.”
- Erasmus 1469-1536

King Edward I’s Treasure Room
By: Lord Etienne of Burgundy

In 1999, Gwenith & I were able to take a vacation to England.
We spent a week or so in London. While there, I was able to visit
Westminster Abbey. There were many wonderful things there. In
the main part of the Abbey there is the throne where Edward the
Confessor was crowned. For those interested in Scottish history,
there is also the throne where Edward I placed the Stone of Scone
after he took it from the
Scots 1296. The Stone of
Scone was part of the coronation ceremony for Scottish
kings. Edward spent many
years warring with the Scots
attempting to bring them under his control. After he took
the Stone of Scone back to
England, he placed it on a
shelf under the seat of his
throne. Talk about symbolically sitting on your enemies!
Fortunately for the Scots, it
was returned to their keeping
in 1996.
There was another small
room I visited in the Abbey.
Some time before we traveled to England I had seen
one of the history programs
on the History channel. It talked about Edward’s stolen treasure.
Edward kept his treasure box with all of the gold, coins and other
goods that were part of his royal treasury in a small room behind
the main Abbey in Westminster. In 1303, some people stole the
treasure. It was valued at about a year's worth of the kingdom's

tax revenue, which was estimated at over 100,000 pounds. Much
of the loot was subsequently recovered. In 1306, one Richard of
Pudlicott was tried in one of the largest criminal trials during that
time. At the trial he confessed that he alone was responsible. This
saved his co-conspirators, reputedly some of the clergy and
monks at the Abbey. Richard was hung for his crime.
The program described what Edward did to prevent that from
ever happening again.
The treasure room was off to the side of the main abbey, in
one of the smaller rooms, near the Abbey museum. After the
treasure was stolen, Edward had his carpenters build a fairly large
treasure box. It was probably about 6 feet long and about 4 feet
high and 3 or 4 feet wide.
Then he got his stone masons
to work. He had the stone masons build beveled flooring
behind the door to treasure
room. They built the floor up
so that the door could only
open wide enough to let someone in, but not wide enough to
drag out the treasure box
again. Then he had his carpenters strengthen the door and
put several different locks on
the door. He distributed the
keys to the door in such a manner that it took two people to open
the door, minimizing the chance that one person would make off
with his treasure again. It was a great treat to be able to walk in
that room and still see the treasure box and how Edward protected
it after the robbery.

Crimson River Shire Meeting Notes
Meeting 6/3/2010

Attendees: Celeste, Etienne, Gwenith, Ben, Andreit, Jacques, Eric & Ursa,
Ginerva & Aaron, Darlene, Tess & Brandon (newcomers), Legio, Mordan &
Bridget, Edward
Seneschal – Celeste – No Seneschal news
Marshall – Mordan – Anton led a fighter practice the previous Sunday. Mordan
needs names & membership numbers for all fighter to update the fighter’s roster. Fighter practices are planned for Sunday 6/6, 6/13 & 6/20 at Patriot’s Park
on Ft. Campbell Blvd.
Chronicler – Legio – Legio reported that due to high costs of printing the
newsletter, it will be on a bi-monthly scheduled and be posted to the Crimson
River web site and/or the Crimson River Yahoo group.
Exchequer – Andreit – The Shire Treasury is unchanged at around $1,900.
Chatelaine – Gwenith – There were 2 newcomers at the last meeting, Tess &
Brandon. Genevra has donated some loaner garb to the shire closet. Jessica will
be donating some material that can be made into garb.
Arts & Sciences – Genevra – A&S night topic for Thursday, 6/10, will be a
talk on herbal gardening led by Chrissy. The July A&S topic will be a class
(lecture only) on silk banner making taught by Gwenith. Then in August, there
will be a hands-on silk banner making class. Genevra will need $10 per attendee paid by the next Shire meeting in July. She needs at least 5 people to pay
for the materials, silk & paints.
Black Rose Event – The event ad needs to be sent in to the Popular Chivalry
by 7/1. Mordan is working on the flyer. Eric & Ursa will be preparing the
lunch.
Border Raids 2011 – Andriet is waiting for Mr. Lynn, the park site manager, to
get back to her about the revised contract at the cost of $3,500-$3,600.
The Shire midsummer picnic will be held on Sunday 7/11 at 2:00 PM. Picnic
site will be Billy Dunlap Park, unless another large group has reserved it. If
that happens we may move it to Rotary Park.
Notes recorded by:
Lord Etienne of Burgundy

stevencurrie2@bellsouth.net

By: Vadoma

Our Lord Leopold Grimme, or Legio as he prefers to
be called, came to us almost by accident. A lucky accident for our Shire, In February of 2007 Legio was invited by a good friend of his to what he expected to be a
“campout” in Arizona.
Little did he realize this
campout turned out to be
the Estrella War, which is
the second largest SCA
event in the country.
Even though this surprise was put upon him,
he found himself forever
hooked on the fun and excitement of the SCA.
While he was in attendance at the Estrella War,
the friend who knew him, introduced him to the people
in the SCA as Legio. Since Legio fights with the Orkney
Warband, the addition “of Orkney” was added to his
name.
Our Lord Legio has a very interesting tale of his
persona and just how he came to be. In his own words :
Leopold Grimme was fighting as an Auxilia with
the Roman Legions in what is now called Great Britain

when the ship transporting him was caught in a storm
and capsized. Clinging to the wreckage for survival, he
washed up on a nearby island chain where he was found
by Makoto Spear-breaker. Makoto was a soldier and
member of an elite fighting
unit called The Orkney Warband. Under his tutelage
and sponsorship, Leopold
became known as Legio and
was invited to fight alongside the Orkneys. The Orkneys taught him to fight,
they taught him honor, they
taught him to be a
hero. Though he has recently returned to his ancestral home, Legio's loyalty
and service remains with
The Orkney Warband.
One of the first things you realize about Lord Legio
is that a fire burns in his blood for the glory of battle.
His loyalty is to his Warband and his Kingdom. Even his
motto shows his desire for battle… “It takes a village to
raise a child and it takes an Orkney to raze a village.”
Even the time period that draws him shows more about
him. His favorite is the 1st Century A.D. “The height of
power for the Roman Empire, it was a time when warriors faced each other inches away, not miles. You felt a
man’s breathing on your face before you put a stop to
it.”
Lord Legio has been awarded the Award of Arms and

Corde de Guerre (an award for valour on the field of
war given by the Kingdom of CAID).
Now, although Lord Legio has claimed his only
talent to be melee fighting, he also has other depths of
character that shine forth. Although he claims accurately
that garb can cost a fortune and it’s cheaper if you make
your own, he enjoys costuming and is very handy at
making garb.
Also, although there are many events he attends
and would like to attend. He returns yearly to our own
Black Rose. He states, ”Black Rose, our local event and
is unique in many ways. I
love being a part of it as
well as participating in
it.”
Last but not least,
Lord Legio is our Shire
Chronicler. He says this is
a position that he greatly
enjoys. Looking into the
future, he would be interested in holding other offices, but for the time being he is satisfied with the
office he holds.
So, when meeting
our Lord Leopold Grimme of Orkney, remember, his
heart beats to the drums of war. But, if you take the time
to look further, he has a more gentle side, one ready to
help those he calls friends. And you can rest assured, his

By: Legio of Orkney

Can you create your own heraldry? Since this is just for fun,
there are no rules! Make it as fun as you wish!

For more fun, talk to a herald about registering your design!

Copyright 2010, Shire of Crimson River. All rights revert to authors and artists. This is not a
corporate publication of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. and does not delineate
SCA policies.
Except where otherwise stated, all articles in this newsletter may be reprinted without special permission in newsletters and other publications of the branches of the SCA, Inc., including the SCA Database, subject to the following conditions:
 The text must be printed in its entirety, without additions or changes.
 The author’s name and the original publications credit must be printed with the
text.
 You must send notification to the editor of this newsletter that states which articles you have used, and in which publication the material has been reprinted. A
courtesy copy to the author, when applicable, is recommended.
Artwork may only be reprinted with the express written permission of the artist. Artwork on
event announcements, etc., may be reprinted only in conjunction with the original announcement.

Publication Notice
This is The Crimson Letter, a regular publication of The Shire of
Crimson River of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. The
Crimson Letter is available from the Shire Chronicler by
emailing orkneyfng@hotmail.com. All opinions expressed are
those of the bylined authors.
Submissions
The Crimson Letter is prepared on a PC using Microsoft Publisher 2007. Submissions are preferred via email to orkneyfng@hotmail.com, with the submission as an attachment to
the message. Attachments must be compatible with Microsoft
applications. Microsoft Word documents are preferred.
Submission Deadline
The deadline for hard-copy and email submissions is the 20th of
each month. If a delay is anticipated, please contact the Chronicler. Corrections to information in The Crimson Letter
should be brought to the direct attention of the Chronicler
ASAP.

© Copyright 2010. All artwork and photographs used with permission.

.

www.crimsonriversca.org

The Society for Creative Anachronism (SCA)
is a not-for-profit educational organization
dedicated to the study
of the Middle Ages and the Renaissance.

Come to an SCA meeting to
find out for yourself.

And it’s FUN

History.

What’s going on here?

